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Amendm ents to the Ciatmsi 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 

. application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currentiy Amended) A method of extracting related infomiation from 
electronic files, whereineach file mclude geontaining a plurahly of record s_and wherein each 
record incl udes at least one fiejd for containing data, the method comprising: 

a) ■ inxesponse to an input th at designates at least one field as a kev segment; 
comparing data contamed in arthe.key segment of each record of a jBrst file to data in a related 
key segment of each record of a second file; 

b) upon each occurrence of a match of data in the key segment of a record in 
the first file to data in the related key segment of a record in the second file, creating a record in a 
temporary electronic file, wherein the record in the temporary file includes at least one field arid 
wherein the at least one field includes a copy of the matching data from the rooords of both the 
first and second files-b a ^ ^ing matching koy GOgmont data ; 

c) selecting data from f e eords of t he temporary file; and 

d) outputting the selected data. 

2. (Original) The method recited in claim 1, further comprising thereafter 
deleting the temporary file. 

3. (Original) The method recited in claim I, further comprising: 

for additional files, repeating steps a), b) and c) using an additional file as the first 
file and the temporary file as the second file. 

4. (Original) The method recited in claim 1, wherein the first file is stored in 
electronic form on magnetic tape. 
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5. (Original) The method recited in claim 1 , wherein the first file is stored in 
electronic form on media selected from a group consisting of solid state memory, magnetic disk 
memory, and optical memory. 

6. (Original) The method recited in claim 1 , further comprising sorting the 
records of the first file based on data contained in the key segment 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein a record of the temporary file 
created upon a match of data between records in the first and second files contains less than all of 
the data fi-om the matching records of the furst and second files. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising selecting data fixjm 
the records of the temporary file based in part on logic operators. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the logic operators are selected 
fi-om a group consisting of less than, greater than, equal to, not-equal-to, less-than-or-equal-to, 
greater-than-or-equal-to, in and not in. 

1 0- (Currently Amended) A system for extracting related information firom 
electrotiic files, comprising: 
a processor; 
a storage device; 
an output device; 

a first electronic file stored on the storage device, wherein the first electronic file 
containing - i ncludes a plurality of records and wherein each record includes at least one field for 
containing data; and 

a second electronic file stored on the storage device, wherein t he second 
electronic file containing includes a plurality of records and wherein each record includes at least 
one field for containing data. 
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wherein the processor is configured to respond to an input that dftg igpates at leafjt 
aa e field ^ key g ggnent bv e em&afi hcomparing d ata contained in *-the.key segment of each 
record of the first file to data in a related key segment of each record of the second file; 

wherein the processor is further configured such that upon each occurrence of a 
match of data in the key segment of a record in the first file to data in the related key segment of 
a record in the second file, the processor causes a record in a temporary electronic file to be 
created, wherein the record in the temporary file includes at least one field and wherein % ^ 
least one field includes a coov of the matrhm^ Hata fiom the rooords of both tho fi rst and second 
files having matching a key aogmont data ; and 

wherein the processor is fUrther configured to select data from rocordo of the 
temporary file and ou^ut the data to the output device. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 1 0 wherein the processor is further 
configured to thereafiier delete the tcnq>orary file. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherem the first file is stored on the 
Storage device on magnetic tape, 

13. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the first file is stored on the 
storage device on media selected from a group consisting of solid state memory, magnetic disk 
memory, and optical memory. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the processor is further 
configured to sort the records of the first file based on data contained in the key segment. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1 0, wherem a record of the temporary file 
created upon a match of data between records in the first and second files contains less than all of 
the data from the records of the first and second files. 

16. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the processor is further 
configured to select data from records of the temporary file based in part on logic opeiatore. 
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17, (Origmal) The system of claim 16, wherein the logic operators are selected 
from a group consisting of less than, greater than, equal to, not-equal-to, less-than-or-equal-to, 
greater-than-or-equal-to, in and not in. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a method comprising: 

a) receiving instructions identifying two or more electronic files from which 
to extract related information, wherein each file oontoining includes a plurality of records and 
wherein each record incl udes at least one field for containing data; 

b) receiving instructions that designate at least one field in the first file to be 
a key segment and tha t designate at least one field in the second file to be a related kev segment 
idcntifirjng a koy flogmont of oach rocord of a first filo and a rolatod key oogmont of oaoh record 
of a Gooond filo ; 

c) comparing data contained in the key segment of each record of the first 
file to data contained in the related key segment of each record of the second file; 

d) upon each occurrence of a match of data in the key segment of a record in 
the first file to data in the related key segment of a record in the second file, creating a record in a 
temporary electronic file, wherein the record in the temporary file includes at least one field and 
wherein the at least one field includes a cod v of the matching^d ata fit>m the reoordn of both tho 
first and second files having matching koy flogmont dat ^a; 

e) receiving instructions identifying data to be selected &om the temporary 

file; 

f) selecting the data fix)m rooords of t he temporary file; and 

g) outputting the data. 

1 9, (Original) The medium of claim 18, wherein the method fuith^ includes 
thereafter deleting the tenoporazy file. 

20. (Original) The medium of claim 1 8, wherein the method fixrther includes: 



P;»pp S of R 

PA(£ 7/10 ' RCVD AT 3« 5:55:59 PM [Eastern Stu^^^ 



MAR. 3.2005 3:57PM 'TOWNSEND & TOWNSENO " ' NO. 3220 — P. 8/10 



Application No. 10/044,484 PATENT 

Amendment dated Maich 3, 2005 

Reply to Pinal Office Action of January 10, 2005 

for additional files, repeating steps a), b), c) and d) using an additional file as the 
first file and the temporary file as the second file. 

21. (Original) The medium of claim 18, wherem the method fiirther includes 
sorting the records of the first file based on data contained in the key segment. 

22. (Original) The medium of claim 1 8, wherein the method fiirther includes 
selecting data ttpm records of the temporary file based in part pn logic operators. 

23. (Original) The medium of claim 22, wherein the logic operators are 
selected from a group consisting of less than, greater than, equal to, not-equal-to, less-than-or- 
equal-to, greater-than-or-equal-to, in and not in. 

24. (Cancelled) 



Page 6 of 8 

PAGE 8(10 ' RCVD AT mm $:$$:$9 PM {Eastern Standard Tune] ' SVR:(ISPT0{FXRF-1/7 * mxim * CSID: ' DURATION M:02h50 



